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26 January 2015
MEDIA STATEMENT

ATT: NEWS EDITORS/CHIEF REPORTERS.
2015 Minimum Wage Review 
In accordance with the Employment Relations Act 2012, the Minister Nandi Glassie, has confirmed a Minimum Wage Review Panel to conduct the 2015 review the current minimum wage rate in the Cook Islands.  Panel members include Patricia Tuara Demmke, Ministry of Internal Affairs; James Webb, Ministry of Finance & Economic Management; Steve Anderson, Chamber of Commerce (for employers); Anthony Turua, Cook Islands Workers Association (for employees); and Nga Mataio, community representative appointed by the Minister. The task of the Panel is to review the minimum wage rate and make recommendations to the Minister who will then decide on the current rate. Factors such as prevailing economic conditions, income distribution, protection for low income earners, and work incentives, as well as public submissions will be considered when the Panel carries out the review.  In 2006 the minimum rate was set at $5.00 an hour. In 2014, following the review, the rate was increased to $6.00 an hour. a 20% increase on the 2006 minimum wage rate. The Minister is looking forward to working with the 2014 team once again, and welcomes new panel member Nga Mataio. 
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